MARYBOROUGH
Continuing our progress, we roach the domains of the
Holy Roman Empire/ This organism ot; Central Uurope,
"the survival of a great tradition and a grandiose title/'1
signified not territory but only a sense of membership. The
member states covered roughly modern Germany, Austria,
Switzerland, Gsecho-Slovakia, and Belgium. The ruler was
chosen for life by the hereditary Kleelors of seven st utes. The
Hapsburgs, as sovereigns of Austria, laying claim to Silesia,
Bohemia, and Hungary, were the most powerful candidates,
and in practice became the hereditary hearers of the cere-
monial office of Emperor.2
Austria proper and the I lapsburg dynasty were deeply
Catholic; not violent, aggressive, or, except in Hungary,
proselytizing, but dwelling solidly and sedately in spiritual
loyalty to the Pope. Then, as in our own age, the Haps-
burgs were represented by a sovereign who reigned tor liliy
troublous years over an empire already racked by the stresses
which two centuries later were, amid world disaster, to rend
it in pieces. Confronted and alarmed by the. growing power
and encroachments of France, at variance often with Prussia,
Vienna had fearful preoccupations of its own. The Turk
under fanatical Sultans still launched in the south-east of
Europe that thrust of conquest which in earlier periods had
been successively hurled back from France and Spain. At:
any time the Ottoman armies, drawing recruits and supplies
from all those subjugated Christian peoples we now call the
Balkan States, might present themselves in barbaric invasion
at the gates of Vienna. And there were always the Magyars
of Hungary, always in revolt. In general, the divided
princes of Germany faced the united strength of France, and
Austria struggled for life against the Turk; but the whole
vague confederacy recognized common dangers and foes,
and the majestic antagonisms of Bourbons and I lapsburgs
were the main dividing line of Europe.
Italy in the seventeenth century was merely a geographical
1 The Cambridge Modern History, v, 338.
* In this account we shall use ' the Empire,' ' Austria/ and ' the Court at Vienna *
as more or less interchangeable terms.
74